Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LA PAZ 06805 291641Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SAB-02 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-06 /063 W 

100817 291810Z/44 

R 291540Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6862 

CONFIDENTIAL LA PAZ 6805 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PBOR, PN 

SUB J : PANAMA CANAL AGREEMENT 

REF: STATE 191921 

1 . ALTHOUGH REPORTED BY USIS, EMBASSY DID NOT REPORT 
SEPARATELY THAT GOB ANNOUNCED ON AUGUST 1 1 A DAY OF 
NATIONAL REJOICING OVER THE PANAMA CANAL AGREEMENT AND PRESI- 
DENT BANZER REPORTEDLY TELEPHONED PRESIDENT TORRIJOS TO CON- 
GRATULATE HIM PERSONALLY. THE GOB'S OFFICIAL SPOKESMAN, 

JAVIER ARCE, TOLD THE NEWSPAPER PRESENCIA THAT THE ANNOUNCED 
AGREEMENT HAD BEEN RECEIVED WITH GREAT SATISFACTION BY PRESI- 
DENT BANZER. THE GOB MADE A FORMAL ANNOUNCEMENT WHICH RE- 
CEIVED MAJOR FRONT-PAGE TREATMENT IN ALL MAJOR NEWSPAPERS. 

FOREIGN MINISTER ADRIAZOLA PRAISED THE AGREEMENT EFFUSIVELY 
AUGUST 12 IN A PRESS CONFERENCE. 

2. PRESENCIA RECALLED THAT PANAMA HAD BEEN ONE OF THE FIRST 
COUNTRIES (IN 1964) TO SUPPORT BOLIVIA'S DEMAND FOR A SOVEREIGN 
OUTLET TO THE PACIFIC. 

3. IN CONVERSATION BY CHARGE WITH FONMINISTRY UNDERSECRE- 
TARY TERCEROS BANZER ON AUGUST23, TERCEROS REFERRED TO THE 
GOVERNMENT'S ANNOUNCEMENTS ON THE CANAL AGREEMENT AND EXPRESSED 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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THE OPINION THAT THESE ADEQUATELY DEMONSTRATED THE GOB STRONG 
SUPPORT FOR THE AGREEMENT. WE ASSUME THIS SATISFIES THE REQUIREMENT 
FOR A DEMARCHE REQUESTED IN REFTEL. 
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